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This exhibition presents a range of design and architecture projects that explore the most important issues associated with sustainability. Designers see themselves as problem solvers, but on the issue of sustainability they have been accused of being part of the problem. In some cases instead of finding solutions, they have concentrated on style and seduction. But as this exhibition demonstrates, there are designers and architects all over the world who are making a positive contribution towards a more sustainable future.

This exhibition aims to celebrate a wide-range of design and architectural projects that demonstrate how design can influence the way we can interact with our immediate environment and broader society in a more considered way. It is not a survey presenting all things sustainable, but it is rather an insight to key strands of everyday life that explore sustainable solutions where design and society go hand-in-hand.


The problems are familiar: handling dwindling resources within a crowded planet that may be poisoning its earth and its soil.  There is no single solution but Sustainable Futures presents ideas that are forward thinking in relation to how we live, consume, grow, travel and connect with nature and one another.

We ask Can Design Make a Difference? The projects displayed embrace a number of approaches where designers and citizens alike, can question their own role in influencing change for a more Sustainable Future. Curated under five themes: Cities, Energy and Economies, Food, Materiality and the Creative Citizen, the exhibition explores projects that are either in the market place or in development, including the Masdar Development hailed to be the world’s first carbon neutral city in Abu Dhabi designed by Fosters + Partners. Fashion designer Christopher Raeburn and his Digital Rainbow Collection which reuses Ministry of Defense parachute materials will be displayed alongside projects that have not yet been seen by a wider audience, including the Energy AWARE Clock designed by the Interactive Institute in Stockholm that monitors the energy consumption in a domestic household, Local River by Mathieu Lehanneur, a concept for a domestic ‘refrigerator-aquarium’ that breeds freshwater fish and grows herbs at the same time, and Yves Bèhar’s FUSE project for sports brand PUMA which is set to revolutionise their packaging and distribution system. 

Visitors will be encouraged to look at their own consumption habits and recognise the individual role they can play in embracing sustainability. The website CanDesignMakeaDifference.com will also enable visitors to engage with sustainable issues and share their opinions on sustainability. 

Architecture models, products and prototypes features alongside material samples, film footage, visuals and interactive displays. The exhibition design, build and graphics support the use of sustainable and ethically sourced materials where the full lifecycle and minimal impact of materials has been considered. 

