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Brit Insurance Designs of the Year Exhibition 

Design Museum 17 February -6 June 2010. 

Introduction 
The Brit Insurance Designs of the Year award celebrates the best of contemporary design internationally and provides first hand insight into the role design can play in today’s complex world.  Now in its third year, the nominations for 2010 introduce fresh thinking and practice in design whilst confirming the enduring importance of certain key themes across a diverse and exciting field.  Teachers will find much within this exhibition to enrich and extend design and technology in the classroom.  Key themes concern sustainable design in the global context, objects for everyday use and socially-engaged projects.  Interestingly, the impact of the financial downturn is represented not by an overload of austerity or asceticism but rather through the ongoing drive to innovate, and the desire to seek solutions from the local to the global.  

With guidance from a distinguished group of nominators the Design Museum has selected a shortlist of almost 100 designs spanning the fields of architecture, fashion, furniture, graphics, interaction, product and transport. Give that many of this year’s nominated projects defy easy categorisation within the framework of the seven design disciplines encompassed by the awards the exhibition has been laid out along the following themes:

Cultural Heritage

Everyday Design

Conceptual Design

Global and Sustainable solutions

Social Enablement

Emerging Technologies

Communication

Awards will be chosen by a select jury of experts and given to winners from each of these seven design disciplines, along with an award for the overall best design.  Information on the jury is given at the end of these notes.

2010 THEMES
Cultural Heritage

The last decade has been in many respects a golden age for the museum and heritage sectors. Sponsorship and support from both public and private sources has helped create new museums, improve collections and generate exhibitions of ever increasing quality. Designers have created fresh and innovative ways to present exhibitions, architects have helped to shift the accepted building typology for museums and galleries, and new technologies have altered the way that subjects are approached. These nominated projects illustrate the diverse areas within cultural heritage that utilise designers’ talents, including new arts complexes, museum renovations, gallery conversions, temporary exhibitions, exhibition design and graphics..

Everyday Design

Design is everywhere. We are surrounded by it in our daily lives but often it goes unnoticed until a significant or radical improvement in the design of an everyday object draws it to our attention.  When this happens, even the most unassuming of domestic design can afford us a moment of wonder, perhaps making us question why it was never done before. This year a significant number of everyday designs have been nominated, ranging from a reorganisation of the humble UK plug and a shared bicycle scheme, to laptop design and office chairs.

Conceptual Design 

While conceptual design is sometimes criticised for its lack of practical application, the influences of more experimental designs become apparent as they trickle through into products for commercial everyday use. Without concept cars pushing the boundaries of conventional automotive design we would not have the small cleaner-running vehicles we see on the roads today. Similarly, the seemingly avant-garde becomes entwined and accepted by more mainstream design and available to the masses on the high street. As evident in the nominations, experimental and conceptual design is also capable of providing us with moments of awe by expressing the potential of the future.   

Global and Sustainable solutions

There is an increasing acknowledgement among designers and creative professionals that they have both an opportunity and a responsibility to engage with issues such as globalisation, sustainability and the environment. These considered design responses are able to bring about real change to global and sustainable concerns.

The implementation of clean technologies and combinations of sustainable and recycled materials are apparent in many of these designs, while others focus on education and raising awareness for alternative ways of doing things. Many of these interventions could go on to have a visible and immediate impact on the environment. Others provide simple, but no less important designs capable of bringing lasting and significant change on a smaller scale.

Social Enablement

Social design is often referred to as something that improves a person’s well-being. This can take place on any level; on a small and local scale or with large scale global solutions. While social problems will never be eradicated by clever graphics or good architecture, thoughtful solutions can offer small steps towards a better life for everyone.

Whether helping provide affordable housing for developing countries, raising awareness of inequality or improving the democratic process, all the projects featured share a light touch in their application of social enablement. 

Emerging Technologies

New technologies and production processes are integral to innovative design. There are numerous examples of how technologies previously used for heavy industry can be adapted and applied to produce finishes, materials and objects previously unseen in the world of design. Conversely, designers are continually experimenting with new processes that can go on to have practical and important applications far removed from their intended use. Whether it is an entirely new material or an innovative technique these nominated projects offer a fascinating insight into future technologies. 

Communication

The tools we use to communicate have seen a seismic change in recent years. Since the advent of the internet and mobile phones, communication has become increasingly varied and fast moving.. Design has responded to this change by updating the style of visual communication, modernising the formats and platforms used and incorporating new technologies within product design to correspond to the digital age. 
While designers continue to use new platforms and dynamic networks to develop communication in new areas, it is reassuring to see more traditional areas of design such as graphics, typography and book design still strongly represented. This proves that while communication is a rapidly changing field the printed word and image endure. 

THE JURY

Industry experts have nominated the world’s most compelling and progressive designs across seven categories: Architecture, Fashion, Furniture, Graphics, Interactive, Product and Transport. Antony Gormley will chair the high profile jury which includes designer Tom Dixon, editor of Icon magazine Justin McGuirk, designer Morag Myerscough, style editor of Grazia Magazine Paula Reed and editor of Wired magazine David Rowan. 

The jury will select the seven category winners to be announced on 4 March. The finalists will then find out who will win the overall Brit Insurance Design of the Year 2010 at the Awards Dinner on 16 March. 
