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The Design Museum today announces that Stuart Roden has been
appointed as Chair of the Board of Trustees. He replaces Lord
Mandelson who steps down in June at the end of his current term,
having served as Chair since 2017.

Stuart Roden has a long and distinguished business career in
investment management and a strong ethic of public service in
supporting third sector organisations. He currently serves as a
Trustee of The National Gallery, The Centre for Social Justice and
The Rabbi Sacks Legacy Trust; he is Chair of social mobility charity
Unocking Potential and is an Independent Member of the Council of
the London School of Economics. Stuart Roden joins the Design
Museum Board of Trustees immediately, and takes the Chair in June
2023.



Lord Mandelson, Chair of the Design Museum said:

“Following a wide-reaching search process | am delighted the
Trustees have selected Stuart Roden as my successor. Stuart brings
a breadth of experience from both the business and museum worlds
and his passion for design will be of enormous benefit to the
museum. The Design Museum has successfully come through the
challenges of the pandemic firing on all cylinders, and under Tim and
Stuart’s leadership, | am confident it will continue to go from strength
to strength.”

Stuart Roden, Chair Designate of the Design Museum said:

“l am delighted to have been chosen by the Trustees to become the
next Chair of the Design Museum. | would like to thank Peter
Mandelson for all he has done as Chair and | very much look forward
to working with Tim Marlow and the impressive team he leads at the
museum.

Design not only plays an essential part in our everyday lives, it is
also an important and growing driver of economic prosperity in the
UK. The Design Museum’s broad and diverse audience, popular
exhibitions, public programming and educational outreach, have a
vital role to play in widening access and broadening design practice
to be more inclusive to disadvantaged communities across the UK.

I am looking forward to bringing my energy and experience to
continue to realise Sir Terence Conran’s original ambitions — to make
design a focal point in contributing to the economic success of the
country and to meeting the environmental, societal and technical
challenges of our time.”

Tim Marlow, Director and CEO of the Design Museum said:

“We would like to thank Peter for his tremendous stewardship of the
Design Museum over the past six years. He has been incredibly
supportive and inspiring to work with and his commitment to the
museum has been immense. As we begin the next chapter of our
history as the nation’s design museum, I'm delighted that Stuart
Roden is to become our new Chair of Trustees. He brings
considerable business acumen and strategic vision to our institution
and I’'m very much looking forward to working with him over the next
few years as we continue to expand our innovative programming
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throughout the museum and build on the ground-breaking design
research of the Future Observatory.”

This announcement comes following last week’s opening of the
Design Museum’s landmark exhibition with globally renowned artist
Ai Weiwei. A/ Weiwei: Making Senseis the artist’s very first design-
focused exhibition and is his largest UK exhibition in eight years.

-ENDS-
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

STUART RODEN

After gaining a first-class honours degree in Economics (BSc) from
the LSE, Stuart Roden began his career in the City, joining SG
Warburg & Co in 1984 and then working at McKinsey & Co after
which he became Managing Director at Merill Lynch Investment
Management. In 2001 Stuart joined Lansdowne Partners where he
co-founded and managed the Developed Markets strategy becoming
Chairman in 2014 until December 2018. He is currently non-
Executive Chairman of Tresidor Investment Management and Hetz
Ventures.

Stuart dedicates considerable time to the third sector and serves on
a number of boards and institutions. He is Chair of the social mobility
charity Unlocking Potential and serves as a trustee of third sector
organisations including The National Gallery, The Centre for Social
Justice, The Rabbi Sacks Legacy Trust, the London School of
Economics and the Ending Youth Violence Lab. In April 2023 Stuart
Roden was appointed Chair of the Design Museum in London, and
successor to Lord Mandelson.
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THE DESIGN MUSEUM

The Design Museum is the world’s leading museum devoted to
contemporary architecture and design. Its work encompasses all
elements of design, including fashion, product and graphic design.
Since it opened its doors in 1989 the museum has displayed
everything from an AK-47 to high heels designed by Christian
Louboutin. It has staged over 100 exhibitions, welcomed over seven
million visitors and showcased the work of some of the world’s most
celebrated designers and architects including Paul Smith, Zaha
Hadid, Jonathan Ive, Frank Gehry, Eileen Gray, Dieter Rams,
Margaret Calvert and Yinka llori.

On 24 November 2016, the Design Museum relocated to Kensington,
west London. John Pawson converted the interior of a 1960s
modernist building to create a new home for the Design Museum
giving it three times more space in which to show a wider range of
exhibitions and significantly extend its learning programme. Since
opening in Kensington in 2016, the Design Museum has hosted
major exhibitions including Stanley Kubrick: The Exhibition, Moving
to Mars, Amy: Beyond the Stage, Sneakers Unboxed: Studio to
Street, Electronic: From Kraftwerk to The Chemical

Brothers, Charlotte Perriand: The Modern Life, Football: Designing
the Beautiful Game and Waste Age: What can design do?

In 2021, the Design Museum launched Future Observatory, a
national programme for design research supporting the UK’s
response to the climate crisis. The three-year programme is
coordinated by the Design Museum in partnership with the Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC), which is part of UK Research
and Innovation (UKRI).

In April 2023, the museum opened a landmark exhibition with
globally renowned artist Ai Weiwei. A/ Weiwei: Making Sense is the
artist’s very first design-focussed exhibition and is his largest UK
exhibition in eight years.
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